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Olivine is the principal 
component of the earth’s 

mantle, but there are only a 
few parts of the world whe-
re it has broken through the 
earth’s crust onto the surface, 
ready to be used. In short, up 
until the Fifties-Sixties no one 
knew about it and it was only 
used as hot stones for Finnish 
saunas. The application as an 
industrial mineral in steelma-
king and foundries is a recent 
story, the story of Nuova Cives, 
a Savona mining company ope-
rating at Vidracco in the Cana-
vese area. It was engineer Gia-
como Ferrero, father of the 
present directors Franco, Mat-
teo and Angelo, who had the intuition about olivine’s 
possible applications; a foundry expert at the France-
sco Tosi co. in Legnano and who, in the early fifties, 

started to seek solutions to the de-
fects generated by using the stan-
dard forming sands. The search for 
a material, basic but with refractory 
characteristics, led him to the Alps 
where he found a mineral which he 
thought might be suitable. It was 
olivine, which no one had imagi-
ned could have had applications in 
the steel world. After the first suc-
cessful experimental tests, Ferrero 
began a process which in 1964 led 
to setting up Nuova Cives, the only 
Italian producer exporting throu-
ghout the world. Olivine’s ecologi-
cal characteristics have opened up 
new areas of utilization in varying 
sectors, up to the latest discoveries 
in the field of CO2 absorption.  In 
the more recent years the Ferre-
ro brothers set up Rht, an enginee-
ring company devised for servicing 
the Nuova Cives plants and, with 
the experience accumulated in the 

field, it now designs and produces systems and machi-
nery for the mining industry in Italy, Europe and North 
Africa.

Olivine and an all Italian story
A mineral becoming essential and a leading business in Italy

From left Angelo, Francesco 
and Matteo Ferrero
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Swiss precision and reliability
The “heart” of the Swiss mail service electric scooters is Genova born

Precision, punctuality and, 
above all, reliability, are the 

watchwords for Davide Rossi, 
young managing director of the 
Genova-born Nts Group. A lea-
der in the design and production 
of electronic circuit boards and 
equipment, having in fact succee-
ded in cutting out a place for itself 
as far as to produce the “heart” of 
the electric motor scooters used by 

the Swiss mail service, outstripping 
far bigger, higher ranking compa-
nies. “Being registered in the Swiss 
General Post Office suppliers’ li-
st – emphasizes Rossi - is a strong 
point of great prestige. We are pre-
sently about to validate the new 
‘driver’ and will be delivering the 
first batch as from July; it will be 
a far more innovative product un-
der the technological aspect and 
will assure far better performances 
than the ones supplied before. Nts 
has also begun a strategy of expan-
sion that led to taking over a facto-
ry at Modena in 2014. “This opera-
tion – continues Rossi – has given 
us the opportunity to enter the au-
tomotive world with electronic-re-
lated services, and we have signed a 
supply contract with a world leader 
in earth moving machines and mo-

torbike lamp-lights”. So that part of 
the company’s production has be-
en implemented at Modena, whil-
st management and administration 
remain in Genova, where they also 
continue to design and produce all 
the electronics for the Group’s hi-
storic sectors i.e.: industrial, ener-
gy, military-defence and railway. 
The corporate targets that enabled 
Nts to “navigate” the crisis undi-
sturbed anyhow remain those of in-
ternationalization. “Today we con-
sider that succeeding in building up 
a turnover with a 40-45% in export 
in less than two years was the factor 
to foster the company’s success”. 
The company’s key to success also 
comprises recruiting many young 
people amongst the 40 employees 
in the group as well as a corporate 
policy based on merit.

Davide Rossi
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